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About Peace Boat US
Peace Boat US is a non-profit organization founded in 2007 in New York City that
strives for sustainability and peace around the world, guided by the 17 United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) with emphasis on:

● #13 Climate Action
● #14 Life Below Water
● #16 Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
● #17 Partnerships for the Goals

We focus our work on four areas:

● Ocean Conservation
● Climate Action
● Disarmament
● Youth Engagement

Our main partner organization is the Japan-based International NGO Peace Boat, with
whom we work toward the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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Greeting
What an inspiring year we had in 2021! As always, our partners and supporters
deserve our deepest appreciation for their collaboration and hard work. In 2021 we want
to give special acknowledgement to our interns who play an outstanding role in our work
while gaining valuable exposure and experience in the fast-paced field of civil society
advocacy for sustainability.

For the world, and for Peace Boat US, 2021 was another year of adaptation, innovation,
and determination. We found new ways to achieve our goals of advocating for climate
action, ocean conservation, nuclear disarmament, youth engagement, and
strengthening organizational networks and partnerships. In 2021 we were reminded just
how much we are capable of achieving through working together across borders and
oceans even when circumstances kept us apart physically, and highlighted the leading
role that the next generation of youth are taking for engagement and action. This report
is a celebration of Peace Boat US’s achievements in 2021 and momentum for 2022 and
beyond.

In Partnership,
Peace Boat US
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Our work in 2021
● Peace Boat US hosted over 20 interns from Hollins University, University of

Michigan’s Global Scholars Program, UNC-Chapel Hill EcoStudio, Pace
University and other academic institutions.

● Held or co-organized over 30 online or hybrid events working for ocean and
climate health that reached tens of thousands of people.

● Engaged hundreds of young people from the US and around the world, including
our program alumni and partner organization members in education,
development, and advocacy work.

● Worked with 20+ partner organizations, fostering collaborations and
strengthening the reach and impact of our actions.

Partnerships
Our key partners this year include (in alphabetical order):

● Blue Planet Alliance
● Downtown Community Television (DCTV)
● Earth X
● Friends of UN World Oceans Day
● Global Kids
● International Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification (OA Alliance)
● March for Science
● Ocean Decade U.S. Nexus Group
● Oceanic Global
● Peace Boat
● The United Nations, including the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA),

UN Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS), SDG Action
Campaign, and other UN agencies

● Sustainable Ocean Alliance
● Universities, including: Hollins University, University of Michigan Global Scholars

Program, Rutgers University, UNC-Chapel Hill EcoStudio, Pace University, the
SDG Academy at Columbia University and others.
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2021 Highlights
Ocean Conservation
UN World Oceans Day
June 8

Peace Boat US celebrated United Nations World Oceans Day under the theme "The
Ocean: Life and Livelihoods" with Peace Boat US, Oceanic Global, and many other
partners. This year’s event included five segments: Oceanic Discoveries, Faces of the
Sea, A Changing Ocean, Creating Sustainable Livelihoods, and The Future of a

Working Ocean. Each
contributed new and innovative
ideas about the future of ocean
sustainability and what choices
we all can make to contribute to
this goal.
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Earth Day 2021: Discover the SDGs and Restore our Earth
June 7
In honor of the 51st Earth Day, throughout the month of April, Peace Boat US
participated in numerous virtual conferences and public events, including "Discover the
SDGs - To Make Peace With Nature" and the Earth Day Initiative’s kick-off event. At
their virtual booths and in event sessions, Peace Boat helped to raise awareness of
issues that affect our oceans and the essential role of youth in realizing the SDGs.

Addressing ocean conservation and climate action from a different angle, Peace Boat
US also co-curated the exhibition “Fashion x Oceans” and took part in the Global
Fashion Exchange “Swapateria” Earth Day event at Selina Chelsea NYC hotel.
Combining great designers, ideas from the traditional barter economy, and innovative
technology, this event allowed people to swap clothes and accessories while learning
about sustainable fashion and the issues of the current fashion industry. For Peace
Boat’s online community "OCEAN", a special Earth Day-focused event was held,
addressing this year’s theme ‘Restore our Earth’ by discussing different ways we can all
contribute to this year’s key campaigns: tree planting, clean-ups and education.
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Climate Action
First Annual Sustainable Energy for All Youth Summit
February 11

Peace Boat US youth representatives attended the first annual Sustainable Energy for
All Youth Summit that took place from February 9th – February 11th. The event’s
mission is to educate, connect, and inspire youth from around the globe to develop
innovative solutions for SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy.

As part of Peace Boat’s collaboration
with SEforAll, Director of PBUS,
Emilie McGlone, interviewed
musician and youth leader AY Young
about his sustainability project, The
Battery Tour. Upon learning that a
billion people lack access to
electricity, he began powering his
concerts with renewable energy,
raising awareness about
sustainability, and fundraising to
bring people electricity.
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COP26
November 1-12
From November 1-12, in solidarity with those on the front line of the climate crisis,
Peace Boat US participated in this year’s COP26 conference. We partnered with other
civil society organizations to call for increased ambition on climate action, through
events in the UNFCCC administered Blue Zone, in public areas of the city of Glasgow,
and virtually with a booth at the COP26 Virtual Ocean Pavilion.
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Youth Engagement
The SDG Global Festival of Action
March 25

The SDG Global Festival of Action kicked off with an interactive platform for participants
to explore and connect with people from all over the world committed to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals. Peace Boat US youth representatives attended the
virtual festival, using the innovative set-up that allows participants to easily listen to and
engage with leaders, advocates, entrepreneurs and committed citizens working on the
SDGs. The platform was divided into different areas that mimicked how a festival would
usually be set up, with areas for participants to experience immersive media and
connect directly with renowned artists as well as video chat with experts on topics
ranging from poverty and inequality to climate action. Overall, the festival found new
ways to inspire and mobilize people and organizations to take action.
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International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Global
Youth Summit
April 15-16
The overall goal of the One Future Global Youth Summit was to strengthen connections
between young leaders and their existing global networks, encourage interdisciplinary
learning, provide a space for broader storytelling on conservation, and add momentum
to growing youth movements for nature and climate.

Peace Boat hosted a networking session during the summit to share with young people
their work and strides made towards obtaining the Sustainable Development Goals and
answer any questions they may have about our volunteer opportunities, “Youth for the
SDGs” scholarship or Peace Boat overall programming. Youth from around the world
were invited to participate in youth-led capacity building workshops, networking events,
and contributed to an outcome document that was delivered to IUCN’s World
Conservation Congress in 2021.
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Disarmament
Launch of Reverse the Trend and The Power of Art and Activism
January 22
Peace Boat US co-sponsored the launch of “Reverse the Trend: Save Our People,
Save Our Planet.” As part of the celebration of the Treaty Prohibiting Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) entry into force on January
22nd. This event brought together
artists, activists, and UN delegates
who are working together towards a
nuclear-free world. The event
included remarks from the
Ambassador to the Permanent
Mission of Kiribati, presentations
from various youth and indigenous
groups, and an in-depth
conversation on the utilization of
the arts to express thoughts and
feelings on nuclear and
environmental injustices. This event
also included words from Peace
Boat’s guest speaker Ms. Toshiko
Tanaka, a Hiroshima artist and
a-bomb survivor who has worked
with Peace Boat’s Hibakusha
project to share her testimony.
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Hiroshima Nagasaki Day: Youth event at Selina Hotel
August 6
Peace Boat US co-hosted the New York City Peace Festival at the Selina Chelsea NYC
Hotel along with the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, Reverse The Trend: Save Our
People, Save Our Planet. The event commemorated the 76th anniversary of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki and featured youth activists, musicians, and diplomats to discuss
advocacy opportunities for disarmament and climate activism. Keynote presentations
included a message from Diane Barnes of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, H.E.
Ambassador Amatlain Elizabeth Kabua of the Marshall Islands, H.E. Ambassador
Teburoro Tito of Kiribati, as well as testimonies of the survivors from Hiroshima atomic
bombings through film. Youth activists also had the opportunity to present, including
Peace Boat intern and UN Youth Champion for Disarmament Christelle Barakat; "Youth
for the SDGs" scholar Juan Sebastian Olea, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation and
Reverse The Trend interns Sajani Patel, Andrew Kim, and Jack Moses.
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Voices from Interns
“Hearing the testimonies of survivors of nuclear weapons use was impactful and gave
me insight to the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons. Hearing testimonies
from real people who survived the real implications of nuclear weapons reminds you
that what we hear about nuclear weapons are not just statistics. The use of nuclear
weapons is still affecting populations and generations of people decades later.”
- Deja Kemp-Salliey (Pace University)

“Learning about the stories of people affected by the nuclear tests performed by nuclear
powers opened my eyes to the millions of people who have been affected by nuclear
arms outside of their use in WWII. It is shocking and disturbing to hear how people's
own governments disregarded their safety and used them as nuclear guinea pigs. Even
when nuclear weapons aren't being used in warfare, they pose a huge threat to the
safety of all people around the globe.”
- Kile Davis (Pace University)

“I had a wonderful time working with Peace Boat. It was so eye opening to see how
much work goes on behind the scenes regarding these forums and spreading the word.
Most importantly it felt so good to finally be a part of something important to finally be
able to listen and support others. I want to say thank you to everybody at Peace Boat
allowing me to have this experience to learn as well as grow as an individual. As well as
thank you to Pace and Dr. Bolton for helping us having such amazing learning
experiences. I am so grateful, and I wish you all the best”
- Jess Bircaj (Pace University)

“I loved my time with Peace Boat. I am grateful for Pace University for giving me this
opportunity. I learned about the world of nuclear disarmament and how nuclear
weapons impact communities throughout the world. Hearing from survivors was a
surreal and life changing experience for me. I want to give my thanks to Dr. Bolton and
the entire Peace Boat staff for giving me this life changing experience.”
- Ben Brown (Pace University)
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2021 Additional Activities
February 2 - Youth4Disarmament

Peace Boat US partnered with the The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs as
they introduced their newest members of their youth-focused program,
Youth4Disarmament. This program helps share Peace Boat’s ongoing initiative “Every
Second Counts for the Survivors! - Peace Boat Hibakusha Project Online”, which aims
to educate people about nuclear disarmament by sharing first-hand accounts of
Hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors).
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February 3-4 - United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development

On February 3rd, Peace Boat US and partners at Oceanic Global and Sustainable
Ocean Alliance co-hosted the Ultramarine Live Ocean Summit, which highlighted
inspiring solutions regarding ocean plastics and designing a circular economy that
supports people and the planet. The following day, Peace Boat US hosted a virtual
exhibition at the UN Ocean Decade U.S. launch event, which featured speeches from a
panel of esteemed ocean
experts. The Ocean Decade
project is one part of the UN
Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development taking
place from 2021-2030, designed
to facilitate discussion and ideas
for the future of sustainable
ocean development..
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February 12 - Youth for the SDGs Workshop

Peace Boat US “Youth for the SDGs”
scholars from Colombia and Mexico
organized a workshop to introduce the
youth scholarship program. They
presented their work towards the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, and
opportunities to participate in the UN
World Oceans Day in June.

February 16 - Five Interns Join Peace Boat US
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March 26 - Youth Building Coalitions for a Billion Acts of Peace
Peace Boat US participated in a hybrid event held with Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu,
Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Disarmament Affairs,
and Mary Popeo of Peace Boat and Peace Culture Village in Hiroshima.

Peace Boat US Supports the Hibakusha Project and online testimony sessions by
survivors from HIroshima and Nagasaki.
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March 30 - Discover the SDGs - To Make Peace With Nature
Peace Boat US organized a” Virtual Hub to Accelerate Climate Action and Ambition
from the Global Fashion Industry” event, with Conscious Fashion Campaign and UN
agencies.
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April 21 - Presentation at the UN World Oceans Assessment

Peace Boat’s Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassador, Shafira Charlette from the
Seychelles, presented personal impacts of climate change at the second UN World
Oceans Assessment.
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April 21 - Reverse the Trend Youth Climate Stories

Peace Boat US’ Youth for the SDGs scholar, Silvia Cantu, from Mexico, presented on
her experiences and current work in a “Reverse the Trend Youth Climate Stories” event,
highlighting the connection between environmental sustainability and nuclear
disarmament.

May 12 - Participated in United Nations World Oceans Week
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June 5 -  #ISpeakBlueToo Campaign

Peace Boat US helped promote the #ISpeakBlueToo campaign for World Environment
Day, which was organized by Peace Boat Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassador Eve
Isambourg from Mauritius.

June 10 - Climate Crisis in Latin America Event

Peace Boat US participated in panel on climate crisis in Latin America with focus on
issues of unregulated fisheries, marine protected areas and potential threats of
deep-sea mining.
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June 11 - Oceans Film Festival Launch

Peace Boat US organized the Oceans Film Festival which Introduced a new AR exhibit
on the Artivive App, created in collaboration with MeshMinds, Peace Boat US and
Pendulum - Creative Changency featured art installations on the Artivive App to inspire
millions of people to reduce plastic pollution and protect our oceans.

June 12 - Beach Sweep, Yoga, and
Art at Coney Island

Peace Boat US attended the Friends of UN
World Oceans Day Beach Sweep, Yoga and
Art at Coney Island in partnership with the
Friends of UN World Oceans Day members
including the NY Aquarium, The Explorers
Club, Peace Boat US, Fabien Cousteau
Ocean Learning Center, Heirs to our Oceans,
eOceans, Sustainable Ocean Alliance,
4Ocean, Global Kids, Nets 4 Net Zero, Earth
X, SDNS - Sustainable Development
Network, Model Activists, Fashion x Oceans,
Pendulum, and more.
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June 25 - Introduced Ocean Friends Friday

Peace Boat US introduced Ocean Friends Friday, an initiative to showcase
organizations who are working to protect our oceans through different approaches and
actions, such as our community partner organization the Fabien Cousteau Ocean
Learning Center, one of our Peace Boat Ecoship supporters and ocean community
partners.
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July 1 - Welcomed 11 2021 Summer Interns

Peace Boat US welcomed our eleven summer interns to gear up for theUnited Nations
High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in July, youth programs for
climate action and the build up to Climate Week NYC starting in September). This
cohort assisted in supporting advocacy campaigns, media, and various other sectors of
Peace Boat US operations.
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July 7 - Fourth Anniversary of the
Adoption of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons by the
UN

Peace Boat US held an online event with Hibakusha
and partners as part of “Every Second Counts for the
Survivors! - Peace Boat Hibakusha Project Online”.
Through this event, Hibakusha from Hiroshima and
Nagasaki touched upon their experience of sharing
their testimonies online, and partners spoke of the
impact said testimonies had on them.

July 8 - Welcomed summer
Interns from Global Kids
Peace Boat US welcomed two summer
interns from the Summer Youth
Employment Program (SYEP) from our
non-profit partner Global Kids.
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July 15 - Peace Boat’s Youth Delegation Reports on the UN
HLPF: Working Towards Building an Inclusive and Effective Path
to Achieve the 2030 Agenda

As part of Peace Boat’s Special Consultative Status with the United Nations Social
Economic Council (ECOSOC), Peace Boat US hosted a side-event, “Peace Boat’s
Youth Delegation Reports on the UN HLPF: Working Towards Building an Inclusive and
Effective Path to Achieve the 2030 Agenda” to the High-Level Political Forum of 2021.
Peace Boat’s youth representatives collaborated with 20 other youths from the NGO
Temple of Understanding to lead a dialogue on the seventeen SDGs.
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September 23 - Climate Week NYC

Peace Boat US
organized an event for
Climate Week NYC,
welcoming artists,
filmmakers and leaders
in the environmental field
to a special hybrid event
in Chelsea, Manhattan,
which contributed to
valuable conversations
about the current state of
climate change.

October 6 - War Abolisher Awards
Ceremony

Peace Boat was given the Lifetime Organization
War Abolisher of 2021 award at the War
Abolisher Awards Ceremony for our nearly
four-decade-long work for disarmament, regional
solidarity, and peace building.

October 9 - Virtual Launch for Mapping Peace Education

The Global Campaign for Peace Education launched “Mapping Peace Education,” a
global research tool and initiative documenting and analyzing peace education efforts

around the world.
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October 15 - Ecoship: A Transition Model for Decarbonizing the
Maritime Sector

Peace Boat held an official side-event “Ecoship: A transition model for decarbonizing
the Maritime Sector’ at the second United Nations Global Sustainable Transport
Conference held in Beijing, China. We heard from Ecoship Founder and Director,
Yoshioka Tatsuya regarding how the Ecoship will drive momentum as a transition model
for the maritime sector. Through the voice of a young leader from SIDS who participated
in Peace Boat's annual Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassador Programme, the event
explored how Ecoship can be a catalyst of the diverse activities of NGO Peace Boat.
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November 3 - Peace Boat Ecoship: Sailing for the SDGS and
Climate Action

On November 3rd at the SDG Pavilion of the
UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow,
COP26, Peace Boat presented Peace Boat's
Ecoship as a flagship for the UN Sustainable
Development Goals, alongside our partners
from Oceanic Global, March for Science and
featuring the voices of our Ocean and
Climate Youth Ambassadors.

November 6 - COP26 SDG Pavilion Event
Peace Boat held a side event at UN DESA’s SDG Pavilion in the Blue Zone focused on
SDG13 (Climate Action) and SDG14 (Life Below Water). The event heard from Nathalia
Lawen, from Seychelles who joined Peace Boat’s most recent Ocean and Climate Youth
Ambassador Program. Speaking about the importance of connecting youth from Small
Island States on the front line of the climatecrisis, Peace Boat was joined by Oceanic
Globaland March for Science.

November 6 - COP26 Nature+Zone Pavilion in the Blue Zone

Peace Boat’s Founder and
Director, spoke in an event on
the Green Economy which
covered a range of topics from
renewable energy in Hawaii
and climate finance.
Emphasizing the need to
rapidly decarbonize the
maritime sector, Yoshioka
Tatsuya introduced Peace
Boat’s Ecoship as a transition
model.
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November 11 - Connecting Large Ocean States for Climate Action
and Youth Empowerment
Peace Boat held our “Connecting Large Ocean States for Climate Action and Youth
Empowerment” event, exploring the value of networks, connections and partnerships
between large ocean states, with a special focus on youth perspectives. The event was
organized by Peace Boat, This discussion featured three young climate activists from
island countries on the front line of the climate crisis, as well as representatives from the
Republic of Palau, Sustainable Ocean Alliance, and Blue Planet Alliance.

November 18 - Impactful Peace Building at Sea with Peace Boat
US
Peace Boat US presented our work for the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals to students at the Fairleigh Dickinson University. The program, entitled "Impactful
Peace Building at Sea with Peace Boat US” is part of their UN/NGO Pathways Events -
2030 SDGs in Action. The conversation focused on the role of youth in achieving the
SDGs and was moderated by two student leaders, Jhuliana Caisaguano and Sophia
Francis.
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December 8 - COP26 Reflections Session
Together with our partners at Island Innovation, Peace Boat held the COP26 Reflections
Session. The meeting was organized by Island Innovation between First Minister of
Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon, UNFCCC Global Ambassador Racquel Moses, Peace Boat
representative Emilie McGlone, and youth representatives from Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) from around the globe.

December 18 - Pan Asian Youth
Summit

Peace Boat US held the Pan Asian Youth Summit
on Tackling the Twin Existential Threats with
regional youth and experts. We explored the
relationship between Nuclear Disarmament and
Climate Justice across the Asia and the
significance of the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons.
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