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About Peace Boat US
Peace Boat US is a non-profit organization working to build a culture of peace and
sustainability around the world.

We achieve this by promoting and advancing the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), especially those that emphasize the importance of our
oceans (SDG 14), climate action (SDG 13), strengthening partnerships (SDG 17), and
peacebuilding and disarmament (SDG 16), with a focus on engaging and
empowering young people.

Our actions include local community initiatives, global advocacy campaigns,
experiential youth education programs, and fostering partnerships among civil
society organizations, the United Nations and other stakeholders. We aim to create
experiences that foster creative, constructive, and sustainable solutions, from local
communities to global advocacy networks.

Our main partner organization is the Japan-based NGO Peace Boat, with whom we
work toward the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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Greeting 
Dear Colleagues,

For the world and for Peace Boat US, 2020 was a year of adaptation, innovation,
determination and resilience. Our work was defined by finding new ways to achieve our
goals of advocating for climate action, ocean conservation, nuclear disarmament,
youth engagement, and strengthening organizational networks and partnerships. The
unprecedented experience of 2020 showed us just how much we are capable of
achieving through working together across borders and oceans even when
circumstances kept us apart physically, and highlighted the leading role that the next
generation of youth are taking for engagement and action.

In 2020 we continued to raise awareness about the need to confront climate change, to
foster more connections and partnerships between people and organizations, and to
increase youth involvement.  This report is a celebration of the achievements of Peace
Boat US in 2020 and  the momentum we hope to build upon in 2021.

In action together,
Peace Boat US
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Peace Boat US hosted 18 interns from Hollins University, the University of Michigan’s
Global Scholars Program, Pace University and other academic institutions.
Co-organized over 30 online events on oceans, climate, disarmament, and other
topics related to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Engaged dozens of young people from the US and around the world, including
youth program alumni and partner organization members, in education,
development, and advocacy opportunities.
Worked with 40+ partner organizations, fostering collaborations and
strengthening the reach and impact of our actions.
Raised over $13,000 for the International NGO Peace Boat, through the
#SupportPeaceBoat campaign.

Blue Planet Alliance
Downtown Community Television
(DCTV) 
Earth X
The Explorers Club
Fabien Cousteau Ocean 

Global Kids
International Alliance to 

March for Science
Ocean Decade U.S. Nexus Group
Oceanic Global
Peace Boat

      Learning Center

     Combat Ocean Acidification 
     (OA Alliance)

Overview of 2020 

Partnerships 

The United Nations, including the UN
Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA),
UN Division for Ocean Affairs and the 

Friends of UN World Oceans Day 
SeaAhead
Sustainable Ocean Alliance (SOA)
Universities including Hollins University,
Pace University, University of Michigan
Global Scholars Program, 

      Law of the Sea (DOALOS), SDG Action     
      Campaign, and various UN agencies

      Rutgers University 
      and many more... 

Our Key Partners Include :

 

4



Highlights 

Ocean Conservation 
Peace Boat US works to advance UN Sustainable Development Goal 14: Life Below
Water through advocacy, education, and collaboration. Youth activists from around
the world are given opportunities for professional development, networking, and
engagement with global advocacy efforts through our work, such as our educational
outreach program for youth from Small Island Developing States. Such projects,
including the development of the Ecoship and significant involvement in Friends of
UN World Oceans Day activities help to spread awareness of the innovative solutions
to restore and protect our oceans and marine life.

Key Activities in 2020 for SDG 14: Ocean Conservation included: 

June 8- UN World Oceans Day and Week
Since being first held in 2008, UN World Oceans Day is a key global event in ocean
advocacy. The 2020 theme was “Innovation for our Ocean” - fitting, as 2020 was the first
time to hold the event entirely online. Peace Boat US was proud to co-organize many
events with the Friends of UN World Oceans Day community, including:

EarthXOcean, in collaboration with various partners and youth leaders online
The Explorers Club: “Youth for the SDGs” and “Ocean and Climate Youth
Ambassador Program presentations
Webinar with SeaAhead and Blue Tech: “Decarbonizing the Maritime Industry” 
Film Screening: “Against the Tide: A Journey for Climate Hope”
Advancing Knowledge into Action - Innovative Solutions to Address Impacts  

Innovative Ocean Habitats: From the Depths of the Oceans to the High Seas 

Youth and the SDGs Education Programs: Presentation in Spanish with 

      of Ocean Acidification with the OA Alliance

      with the Fabien Cousteau Ocean Learning Center, Blue Planet Alliance,    
      PangeaSeed Foundation and Coral Vita

      Sustainable Ocean Alliance Latin American hub 
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June 12- Ocean Innovation Hub 

A key part of UN World Oceans Week was the Ocean Innovation Hub, a full-day virtual
experience with over 300 participants including discussions, films, music and photography
exhibitions about the world's oceans presented by more than 40 organizations and ocean
advocates, including Restore Coral, The OECD, Underwater Earth, PangeaSeed Foundation,
Conscious Fashion Campaign, EarthX, Fabien Cousteau Ocean Learning Center,
StoriesxFuture,  Oceanic Global, Peace Boat US, Create 2030, Global Coral Reef Alliance, Blue
Planet Alliance and more.
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Climate Action
Peace Boat US works to raise awareness, support, and increase engagement with
SDG 13: Climate Action, especially among young people around the world through a
wide scope of events, programs, and partnerships. The global nature of climate ties
all people and our ecosystem together more than any other issue. As such, we work
to engage with communities and organizations around the world to raise awareness
about climate solutions.

Key activities for SDG 13: Climate Action included:

July 9- UN High-Level Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development
Peace Boat US participated in the United Nations High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)
on Sustainable Development. The HLPF annual meeting is the core United Nations
platform for follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

Peace Boat US organized the side event “Youth Engagement in the SDGs during the
Pandemic: Voices from the Frontline”. The event aimed to promote youth
engagement with Climate Action by hearing from participants in our Ocean and
Climate Youth Ambassadors Program and Youth for the SDGs program, as well as
presentations by H.E. Ms. Penelope Beckles, Permanent Representative of Trinidad &
Tobago to the United Nations, Mr Chet Monday, Director of Youth Engagement,
March for Science, and Mr Hatim El Otmani, Founder and President of Atlas For
Development and African Youth Climate Hub Ambassador.
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September 30 - Climate Cinema
Climate Cinema was a series of nearly 40 short films presented by Peace Boat US
and partners for Climate Action at the end of Climate Week NYC. Produced by
Peace Boat US and partners for Climate Action and utilizing the Social Impact
Media Awards (SIMA) virtual theater, the films raised awareness about global
issues while showcasing inspiring stories for climate action and sustainable
development.
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Peace Boat US advocates and educates for disarmament and a nuclear-free world, in
collaboration with the international NGO Peace Boat, which is a steering group member
of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), 2017 Nobel Peace
Prize laureate. These efforts contribute to SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.
2020 saw the launch of various new programs, including an online initiative to
celebrate, honor and learn from Hibakusha, atomic bomb survivors from Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, about the humanitarian impacts of nuclear weapons. 

Key disarmament activities included:

November 3 - Navigating Disarmament
Education: The Peace Boat Model
Peace Boat US facilitated a publication by the United Nations Office of
Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) introducing Peace Boat’s methodology for
disarmament education. Part of the series “Civil Society and Disarmament,” the
publication “Navigating Disarmament Education: The Peace Boat Model” directly
stems from lessons learned through the implementation of various disarmament
education programmes over the past decades. It also discusses how disarmament
education should be implemented in relation to the SDGs and how digital
technologies can be leveraged to provide a fruitful experience for participants. An
event to launch the publication was held on November 3, 2020, including opening
remarks by Ms Izumi Nakamitsu, the United Nations High Representative for
Disarmament Affairs and a discussion with Peace Boat colleagues Akira Kawasaki,
Sumiko Hatakeyama, Meri Joyce  and partners.

Disarmament
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December 14 - Every Second Counts for 
                          the Survivors
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Following the 75th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in August 2020, Peace Boat US joined in the launch of the new
project, “Every Second Counts for the Survivors! - Peace Boat Hibakusha
Project Online.”  The series of online Hibakusha testimony sessions are taking
place in more than 190 countries and regions to gain greater support for the
Hibakusha’s plea and the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW).  Peace Boat US coordinated several online testimony events,
including on December 14 together with the United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs and #Youth4Disarmament network, featuring a
testimony session by Hibakusha Michiko Hattori who survived the atomic
bombing in Hiroshima.



Across its focus areas including the Ocean, Climate, and Disarmament, Peace Boat US
prioritizes the involvement and education of youth from around the world who are
passionate about Peace Boat’s missions of sustainable development and international
cooperation. Through the “Youth for the SDGs” scholarship and our internship program,
young people have the opportunity to engage with the work of Peace Boat US through
research and collaboration, furthering our mission while developing their own passions,
networks, and skills towards achieving the SDGs in their home communities. 

Key youth-focused activities in 2020 included:

Youth Engagement

Internship Program
Over the course of 2020, more than 18 interns in four cohorts supported advocacy
campaigns, administration, media, and other areas of Peace Boat US’ work while
connecting with other NGOs and civil-society organizations and the United Nations.
Representing over 10 nationalities, interns contributed on average 15 hours per week of
remote work, with each cohort working for around 3-4 months. 
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April 26 - Global Youth
Forum: Champions for

the SDGs! 
“From the Front Lines”

EarthX TV





In partnership with March for Science,
Peace Boat US invited participants in
the “Youth for the SDGs” and “Ocean
and Climate Youth Ambassador”
programs previously held onboard the
Peace Boat, to share their experiences,
insights, and local solutions to climate
change as part of our 2020 Ocean
Youth Leaders spotlight series.

The “Ocean and Climate Youth
Ambassador” program demonstrated
the opportunity for youth leaders from
Small Island Developing States (SIDS),
who are on the front line of climate
change and marine degradation, to
travel aboard Peace Boat’s voyage
and engage in capacity building and
to share their message with citizens
and government representatives. This
program was launched at the Ocean
Conference at the United Nations in
2017 and has been held annually
since. The “Youth for the SDGs”
scholarship program, similarly, invites
young people actively working on
sustainability for the oceans and
climate action in their local
communities to share their solutions
and best practices in achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goals at the
local level from a youth perspective.
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Voices from Our Partners and Youth 
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Additional 2020 Activities 

Fundraiser for Wildfires in Australia 
Collaboration with the Peace Boat Disaster Relief Volunteer Center (PBV) to raise funds for  the
devastating wildfires across Australia in late 2019, donated to the Fire Relief Fund for First
Nations Communities. 

Advocating for Nuclear Disarmament at New
York City Council 
Peace Boat US joined with over 60 people including Peace Boat US Director Emilie McGlone and
survivors of the atomic bombings of Japan to persuade the City Council to support legislation toward
establishing a nuclear-free zone in NYC.
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January 

UN Ocean Conference Preparatory Meeting 
February 

Peace Boat US contributed to the UN Ocean Conference preparatory meetings at the United
Nations Headquarters, helping to promote SDG 14 for Life Below Water and science-based
solutions including green technology, innovative uses of marine resources, partnerships, and
increasing awareness regarding these solutions.

March 
Peace Boat US Joins International Alliance to
Combat Ocean Acidification 
Partnership with the International Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification (OA Alliance)
helps strengthen civil-society and governmental cooperation around the world for
protecting coastal communities and livelihoods.



Global Youth Forum: Champions for the SDGs!
“From the Front Lines” 
In partnership with March for Science, former participants in the “Youth for the SDGs” and
“Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassador” programs shared experiences, insights, and local
solutions to climate change.
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Championing Creativity & Advocacy Towards a
Nuclear-Free World
Peace Boat US and the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation hosted a virtual dialog for students
and youth working on disarmament advocacy, strategies, and research to share ideas and
expand connections for a nuclear-free future.

May
Live Interview on “Ridge to Reef” with
UltraMarine 
Peace Boat US Director Emilie McGlone joined the co-founder of UltraMarine, Jeremy
McKane, on his online show “Ridge to Reef” to introduce Ecoship and Peace Boat’s work
towards innovation for a sustainable ocean.

International Responsibility for Nuclear
Disarmament - NGO Statement to Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Parties 
Collaborated with more than 80 civil society organizations around the world on a joint
statement encouraging NPT states to progress on their obligations toward nuclear
disarmament.



16

Keeping Up Momentum for Ocean and Climate
Action in 2020 
Event promoted UN World Oceans Day 2020, organized by the International Alliance to
Combat Ocean Acidification. Speakers included Francois Bailet, Senior Legal Officer at the
United Nations Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS), Emilie McGlone,
Director of Peace Boat US, and Ambassador Peter Thomson, United Nations Secretary-
General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean, amongst others.

2020 UltraMarine Live 
Peace Boat US presented about Ecoship at the UltraMarine Live event alongside speakers
including Dr. Sylvia Earle, Fabien Cousteau, Danni Washington and partners working together
and transcending differences to effectively advocate for the oceans.

June
Youth for Ocean and Climate Action
In collaboration with March for Science and the Sustainable Ocean Alliance, Peace Boat US
presented on the role of youth in global advocacy for ocean and climate action, together
with Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassador Khadija Stewart from Trinidad and Tobago.

Virtual Ocean Dialogues and Ocean
Acidification “Deep-Dive”
Exploring innovative actions from local to governmental level to address ocean acidification.
Hosted by the International Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification, Peace Boat US, Plymouth
Marine Laboratory, and UK Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs.

UN World Environment Day 
Peace Boat US co-hosted the 8th weekly “Color with Me for the Sea” webinar, with
PangeaSeed Foundation and Big Blue and You, focusing on innovations in research on
sharks and rays and insight into the experience of being a person of color in the science and
contemporary art communities.
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UN World Oceans Week: EarthXOcean
EarthX and the National Geographic Society convened virtually to celebrate UN World Oceans
Week from June 9-11 at EarthX.org. Participants from Peace Boat US’ “Youth for the SDGs”
program and Peace Boat’s “Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassadors” program shared their
experiences online with viewers from around the globe.

Webinar with SeaAhead and Blue Tech:
"Decarbonizing the Maritime Industry”
One of two ‘Free Swims’ organized by Peace Boat during this week, this webinar served as an
open forum for ocean innovators to connect and exchange strategies with experts in the
field, angel investors, scientists and private sector ocean bussiness leaders.

Film Screening: “Against the Tide: A Journey for
Climate Hope"
Peace Boat, Global Kids, and Sea Rangers presented a film screening of “Against the Tide: A
Journey for Climate Hope,” a documentary filmed during Peace Boat’s 95th Global Voyage
portraying the voyage of seven young leaders from Small Island Developing States as they
engage in capacity building and spread their message across the world onboard Peace Boat. 

Peace Boat was involved in the organization of various online events to support the theme of
the 2020 UN World Oceans Day as a major partner, including interviews, film screenings, and
discussions with various organizations working towards a sustainable ocean. More than
350,000 people tuned in to the events, taking place on a virtual platform for the first time in
history, reaching partners around the world. 

UN World Oceans Day
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The full-day virtual experience held in collaboration with Restore Coral, Peace Boat US via the
Laval Virtual platform with over 300 participants included discussions, films, music and
photography exhibitions about the world's oceans with more than 40+ organizations and ocean
advocates.

Knowledge into Action - Innovative Solutions
to Address Impacts of Ocean Acidification
Peace Boat US joined this discussion on predictive forecasting models, nature-based
solutions as mitigation and adaptation tools, and public and private collaborations regarding
ocean acidification.

Innovative Ocean Habitats: From the Depths of
the Oceans to the High Seas
Peace Boat US Director Emilie McGlone presented the Ecoship alongside colleagues and
partners including the PangeaSeed Foundation, Coral Vita, Henk Rogers of the Blue Planet
Alliance and Fabien Cousteau. 

Sailing for Change in Oceans Week - 
Ocean Youth Leaders
The Peace Boat Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassadors and “Youth for the SDGs” scholars
shared their experiences with middle school students from around the world, in collaboration
with The Explorers Club and Reach the World youth-focused organization.

Innovative Solutions for our Oceans with
Sustainable Ocean Alliance
Peace Boat Youth and the SDGs Education Programs: Presentation held in Spanish exploring
innovative solutions for the oceans through a Latin American perspective.

Ocean Innovation Hub



Fashion x Oceans
Held in partnership with the Global Fashion Exchange, led by Mr Patrick Duffy, Peace Boat US
and Ecoshaker, this online program featured 63 speakers who are leaders in fashion,
sustainability, and technology, including sustainable fashion expert Alden Wicker, Emilie
McGlone from Peace Boat US as well as the representation of 17 different sustainable brands.

UN High Level Political Forum 2020 and Side
Event: Youth for the SDGs
Event showcasing Small Island Developing States’ youth perspectives on the SDGs, held in
collaboration with the Permanent Mission of Trinidad & Tobago to the United Nations, UN SDG
Action Campaign, March for Science, and the International Alliance to Combat Ocean
Acidification.
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July

August
Global Crowdfunding Campaign
#SupportPeaceBoat
Fundraising effort to support Japan-based sister organization Peace Boat, in response to
the impact on educational travel programs by the global pandemic. Together, Peace Boat
US helped to raise over $13,000 USD.



International Youth Day
Youth speakers including Ocean and Climate Youth Ambassador, Shafira Charlette from the
Seychelles and Youth for the SDGs scholar, Mareeka Dookie from Trinidad and Tobago, shared
their experiences with Peace Boat US SDGs-related programs for young people. Co-hosted by
organizations March for Science and YOUNGO, the youth constituency of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change.
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Music & Art for Social Change
Peace Boat US featured Chilean music producer and environmentalist Pier Bucci, producer Paul
D. Miller a.k.a. DJ Spooky, Michael Tello from PillowTalk, and artist Satoshi Fujita a.k.a. Dragon 76,
to share their efforts for social and climate action through art.

September

Virtual Voices Conference on Climate Action
Presented Peace Boat US’ work at the event “Working Towards Sustainable Development and
Peace Around the World: Inspiring Youth for Ocean Conservation and Climate Action” hosted by
the World Information Transfer, as part of its effort to promote fact-based, science-backed news
on health and the environment. 

Webinar: Climate Resiliency in Big Ocean States
Partnered in a webinar hosted by Oceanic Global, focusing on how sustainable tourism and
hospitality sectors in small island states can contribute to strengthening coastal resiliency in
the face of climate change. Peace Boat US led one of the discussion rooms with a working
group on solutions for ocean pollution through action.



Voting for the Environment
Partnered with the PangeaSeed Foundation and March for Science on a virtual discussion
event focusing on how people can support pro-climate policies through voting. Artists and
creatives from around the world were invited to create artworks that inspire voters to cast
their ballots with the welfare of the planet and people in mind.

October
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Peace Boat US presented at the Youth Innovation Masterminds virtual reality event which was
part of the YOUNGA Forum together with partners from Restore Coral in Mexico and the
Overview Collective. The event aimed to inspire youth from around the world to become young
changemakers.

Youth Innovation Masterminds Event

Supporting partner for the event "An Intergenerational Approach to the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) Discussion” bringing together speakers and experts from around
the world. Organizers included Pathways To Peace, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, Peace Boat
US, and the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War.

Intergenerational Approach to the TPNW

Operated a Peace Boat US information booth at the virtual “World’s Fair of Sustainability” to
present innovative ideas for combating climate change and supporting ocean conservation
and the SDGs.

Marketplace of the Future: 
World’s Fair of Sustainability



Navigating Disarmament Education: 
The Peace Boat Model
Supported publication for the UNODA
by partner organization Peace Boat,
introducing Peace Boat’s methods
regarding disarmament education.
The publication also considers the
implementation of disarmament
education in relation to the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals.
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November

December
Youth for the SDGs Program Crowdfunding
Campaign Launch Event
Hosted four Youth for the SDGs program alumni scholars from Mexico, Ecuador, the United
States and St Martin to share their experiences for #GivingTuesday

Planet 911 Youth Series on EarthX TV
Youth for the SDGs Program scholar Silvia Cantu from Mexico joined as a moderator for the
Planet911 Youth Reports, to discuss her path to becoming an activist for sustainability and
climate action, including her time sailing onboard the Peace Boat. 

Co-sponsored an online discussion event in partnership with the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation exploring connections between these three crucial subjects. Speakers included:
Seth Shelden, UN Liaison, International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN); Helen
Young, an Emmy Award Winning Journalist; Natalie Sweet, Director of Communications, Zero
Hour; Hawk Newsome, Co-Founder, Black Lives Matter of Greater New York and inspiring youth
activists.

Nukes, Climate Change, and Black Lives Matter:
What’s the Connection?



@peaceboatus

www.peaceboat-us.org

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR
PARTNERS FOR THEIR
COLLABORATION AND

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS
THROUGHOUT 2020


