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Peace Boat US announced the launch of a new series of programs as part of the
United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development. We invited
youth leaders from around the world who are working toward sustainability in their
home communities to enrich their understanding of marine science and climate
action on a global scale through capacity building, citizen science programs, network
building, and educational experiences onboard Peace Boat and in ports of call.
Highlighting the theme of this year’s United Nations World Oceans Day: Planet
Ocean, Tides are Changing, we seek to raise awareness about Life below Water and
encourage positive action for our blue planet.

About the program

Introduction

June 20th- July 5th, 2023
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PANAMA: VIST TO UNITED NATIONS 
June 21st, 2023
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On June 21st, the program began at the United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP) office in Panama City and was organized by Gloria Ordonez, a Youth for
the SDGs program alumnus from Bolivia and a regional specialist at UNEP.

The day began with brief introductions of all
the youth stakeholders present followed by
opening remarks from Juan Bello, the regional
director of UNEP. Bello emphasized the
presence of UNEP in 33 countries and
highlighted the triple planetary crisis crippling
the environment and the complexity and
multidimensional nature of the issues currently
faced in the region. 

The critical points of discussion were the
importance of scientific innovation, economic
transformation, and social innovation as a
means of redesigning society and ensuring
active participation in finding the solution.

The Scholars also heard from the Chemicals
and Pollution Action Unit of UNEP and
discussed the human addiction to plastics,
inappropriate waste disposal systems, and
poor waste management.

Raise Awarenes

Spread Eco-conscious
behavior

Educate others

Build Networks

 Share Resources

Support each other

The participant's main responses were: 

The key question of the day was how can youth
influence change? 

“Climate change doesn’t see race, age income,
or politics. It affects everyone and it is better to
be a part of the solution than the problem.”

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
highlighted the importance of youth as a key
stakeholder in the climate crisis.



On June 21, 2023, Youth for the SDGs Scholarship Program participants
traveled by canoe along the Gatun River to the Emberá Querá indigenous
community. 
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PANAMA: EMBERÁ QUERÁ COMMUNITY 

The Emberá are an indigenous community that mostly live in the Chocó department of western
Colombia and in Panama. For the Panamanian Emberá community that the scholars visited,
river and forest systems remain their ancestral homelands. As a result, the Panamanian
Emberá are imbued with a deep respect for nature and have developed sustainable agriculture
practices, as well as the ability to utilize natural resources. Fish (bedá) is an important staple of
the Embera diet along with plantains (patá), and rivers play a central role in daily life for
fishing, bathing, transport, and many domestic chores. 

The intention of the homestay was for the scholars to participate in a cultural exchange and
nature study program. Upon arriving at Emberá Querá, members of the indigenous community
welcomed the Youth for the SDG’s program participants with traditional music and dance,
such as the Dance of the Eagle. After the lively melody of the flute and drums, Miguel, a
member of the Emberá Querá community who is also an accomplished musician, took the
Youth participants on a tour to teach them the plants with medicinal qualities, including the
leaves of the naranjillo tree that cures gallbladder stones. 

June 21st- 22nd, 2023

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choc%C3%B3_department


7.Peace Boat US Latin American 2023 Youth for the SDGs Program

 Not only is this change in weather patterns detrimental to Emberá tourism and general livelihoods
(including sourcing natural resources) but also to the children of the community who use the boat
to get to school. 

So far, indigenous and community land management in Mesoamerica has proved effective for
natural resource conservation, climate change mitigation, and poverty alleviation. However, in the
context of our rapidly deteriorating environmental situation, these communities are not receiving
adequate support to address the pressures they face. From what was experienced, it is important
to make the community more sustainable, energy and food-wise, and enable it to become resilient
to climate change. 
Droughts of the river could hinder the ability to transport goods and fuel to power the diesel
generator in the community from the mainland thus it is crucial that they are able to produce their
own through small-scale agriculture and renewable energy production. 

Allowing this community to become self-sustaining, would enable it to continue conserving its
culture to provide sustainable tourism opportunities for locals and foreigners. 

PANAMA: EMBERÁ QUERÁ COMMUNITY 
June 21st- 22nd, 2023

As the 5th driest year on record, during their visit, the scholars experienced first-hand how climate
change is negatively affecting these indigenous communities. In particular, the journey back
through the Gatún River highlighted the dire reality that changes in climate are having on the
community. The canoe boats, which are the only mode of transport to and from the Emberá
community, became stuck due to a lack of water flowing through the river. 

The next day, the youth tested the community's water source, the Gatún River,  as part of the
Earth Echo Water Challenge. The results from this test highlighted low levels of oxygen in their
river, an alarming finding as a lack of oxygen in water supplies is detrimental to aquatic life in the
river and can affect the community's fishing practices by requiring them to go further for food.



8.Peace Boat US Latin American 2023 Youth for the SDGs Program

Conservation awareness project by the Maritime University of Panama and SCUBAPANAMA, the
Reef2Reef restoration project aims to restore and create coral reefs together with the local
community in order to improve livelihood opportunities in fishery and ecotourism. By implementing
emerging technologies in active restoration, including direct intervention to accelerate the recovery
of these organisms in their functionality and structure. They establish coral nurseries in the open
sea that are monitored and maintained on a daily basis by their team of biologists, administrators,
and volunteers. The project actively engages in outreach and education activities to raise awareness
of marine conservation.

Reef2Reef partners exchange knowledge with the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI), as
well as with Coral Vita and Coral Gardeners, in order to learn from their experiences and create
partnerships to pursue common goals. Reef 2 Reef greatly benefits from stakeholder knowledge and
cooperates with others to find solutions. The researchers emphasized the importance of connecting
with local communities to create capacity building and allowed them to be part of the solution.
Outreach activities with universities and schools have been found to be great opportunities to
spread knowledge that will inspire and lead younger generations to become drivers of change; by
creating responsibility and ownership, their impact is amplified. Reef 2 Reef Foundation believes
everyone, through small actions, can create change in the environment.

PANAMA: REEF 2 REEF 
June 22nd, 2023

Located northwest of the city of Colón, the Portobello National Park is one of the richest
natural reserves in Panama. Here, the Youth for the SDGs Scholars, in partnership with
the Fundación Reef2Reef Restoration, undertook a coral restoration project in order to
learn about innovative conservation efforts being carried out in Latin America.  



PANAMA: REEF TO REEF 
June 22nd, 2023

9.Peace Boat US Latin American 2023 Youth for the SDGs Program

Currently, Reef2Reef is testing different types of
coral structures to better understand which is
the most efficient in restoring corals while also
attempting to manage the invasive lionfish
species. Lionfish eat certain fish and
invertebrates that manage algae levels in coral
ecosystems. If there are no animals to consume
the algae, it will go unchecked and be
detrimental to the health of coral reefs.  It is
crucial to teach the fishermen the importance of
eradicating them, how to fish safely for them,
and how to prepare for cooking so it may be part
of their diets, effectively replacing other sources
of animal protein with a heavy carbon footprint.
Then, market-driven initiatives for consumption
must be adopted to motivate the consumption
of the lionfish.

Coral reefs are understood as the tropical
rainforests of the ocean. They are an oasis below
the water, which provides shelter and spawning
grounds to a range of ocean life, playing a key role
in maintaining the equilibrium of marine
ecosystems. Due to rapidly deteriorating
environmental conditions, including changing
water temperatures, ocean acidification,
pollution, invasive species, changing weather
patterns, and physical impacts from ship
groundings and storms, coral systems around the
world are being severely threatened.
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PANAMA: THE RISE OF PANAMA
June 24th, 2023

Biomuseo is a natural history museum in Panama City that was created in 2019. With its unique
architecture and interactive exhibitions, the museum celebrates Panama’s biodiversity.
Additionally, the museum showcases how the Isthmus of Panama is a complex mosaic of lands
of volcanic and sedimentary origin. Panama arose 3 million years ago as a result of volcanic
eruptions from submarine volcanoes, as well as the remains of microscopic organisms; over a
period of millions of years, a new bridge between North and South America was formed. This
formation of land resulted in the biotic interchange, a migration of plants and animals alike,
drastically changing the ecosystem. This interchange marks a significant milestone in Earth’s
biodiversity globally and its results are still very evident today. Furthermore, this geological
episode resulted in changes in ocean currents and the Gulf Stream. These changes led to
altered water temperature, salinity and other parameters, which led to consequences for
marine species on a global scale.
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PANAMA: THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA June 24th, 2023

To adapt to the climate crisis, the municipality has identified 10 actions to rediscover its
relationship with its environment and surrounding wetlands.
·       Blue-green micro infrastructure
·       System of coastal open spaces
·       Map of vulnerabilities and risks in the Tocumen River watershed
·       Juan Diaz's resilient urban watershed
·       Integrated risk Atlas, hydraulic models of municipal watersheds
·       Municipal Waste Management Plan
·       Monitoring of wetland ecosystem and water quality of the metropolitan area watersheds
·       Cost-benefit analysis of development options around wetlands
·       Land management plan of the District of Panama
·       Plan for communication and education on water, ecosystems and biodiversity

The second part of the museum highlights Panama’s rich biodiversity. As of June 2023, Panama
is home to 1,010 bird species and 2,300 species of trees, which is more than twice the number
found in the United States and Canada combined. The country also hosts 1,700 species of fish
and 200 coral species. By having access to the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean while
featuring diverse land ecosystems, Panama offers a unique context that encourages diversity.
Yet, more than 500 species in Panama are threatened due to human activities and various
forms of pollution. The permanent exhibition also presented ways of reducing individual
carbon footprints and insisted that “we will only save our oceans if we all work as one.” In
parallel, it also shows what are the steps taken by the Municipality of Panama to improve the
city’s resilience. Since 2016, Panama City has been a part of 100 Resilient Cities, a project that
connects cities around the world. They have put in place a direction of resilience to promote
the ability of the city and its inhabitants to survive, adapt, and grow. Panama City grew over the
flood zones of ten rivers so a large part of its population is vulnerable to disasters that are
already happening. 
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As a part of a brand-new partnership existing between the Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute (STRI) and Peace Boat US, STRI Punta Culebra eagerly opened
their doors to the Youth for the SDGs program. The mission of the institute is "the
increase and diffusion of knowledge of the past, present and future of tropical
biodiversity and its relevance to human welfare." 

PANAMA: SMITHSONIAN TROPICAL
RESEARCH INSTITUTE (STRI) 

Panama is the only country outside the US
hosting a Smithsonian Institute. Today, 400 staff
and 34 scientists work for the institute in Panama,
which has 13 field and lab facilities nationwide. It
is the hub for the largest global forest research
network in the world. By working globally,
regionally, and locally, STRI has become a
worldwide known research institute. Most of the
research is focused on ecology, global change,
conservation, taxonomy systematics, evolution
and biodiversity, social behavioral and economic
research connectivity. A few of the institute’s
ongoing projects include: coral reef resilience,
climate-carbon and marine protected areas, and
smart reforestation. 

June 24th, 2023

The Youth for the SDGs Scholars visited the
institute with an excellent guide who brought us
to the frog center, the CURIOSO center made to
attract a broader audience to science through
interactive exhibitions of insects; whale bones
and turtle skeletons that allows people to touch
the pieces, learn and feel that science is easy to
access. 



On June 24th the Youth for the SDGs Scholars had a full-day event with the Republic of Panama
National Secretariat of Energy (SNE) and the 3rd generation of the SDG 7 Academy. Through this
socio-political leadership program in sustainable energy and development, called “SDG 7
Academy,” young professionals between the ages of 20 and 30 with the goal to build generational
change to promote the sustainable energy transition are trained in technical and soft skills to be
leaders in their field, organized by the SNE and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES).
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PANAMA: MINISTRY OF ENERGY YOUTH
CONFERENCE

The goals of the academy are to provide the participants with a complex, broad, and innovative
knowledge of public policies on sustainable energy, with the perspective of empowering society
in the implementation of the Energy Transition Agenda in Panama. Provide innovative and
comprehensive tools for advocacy. Build agendas, alliances with actors, discourses, and
territorial and sectoral participatory processes that allow the participating youth to have greater
and better opportunities for representation, and participation, promoting the Energy Transition
Agenda.

In this collaborative event, the Deputy Secretary of Energy, Eng. Rosilena Lindo gave a talk about
the current status and importance of the energy transition in Panama. Furthermore, there was a
discussion about energy audits and the message was shared that even actions at home can have
an impact.

Sustainable Ocean Alliance (SOA) and Blue Planet Alliance (BPA) representatives from the Youth
for the SDGs program, shared their efforts with the 25 youth from the SDG 7 Academy to
motivate them to be involved with these efforts. Peace Boat US shared information about the
boat and the Youth for the SDGs program.

June 24th, 2023
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As part of the events planned by the SNE, there was a site visit allocated to a distribution center of
Cervecería Nacional, a local beer manufacturing company. Cervecería Nacional is part of the
Abeven Company; they reduced their operating costs through renewables. In this distribution
center, 100% of the energy consumed for its product distribution is provided by 450 solar panels.
The company is also making progress in electric mobility since investments were made on an
electric bus for the distribution. The company's production plant in Panama City is powered by
30,000 solar panels.

Cervecería Nacional is a great example of how companies are looking for a more sustainable way of
production which involves SDG 7 and SDG 11 reducing not only their environmental impact but
their operational costs.

PANAMA: SOLAR ENERGY STUDY
PROGRAM June 24th, 2023
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Peace Boat US's Youth for the SDGs held a workshop onboard for passengers on the
ship to get to know the participants. This introduction was created to help foster an
atmosphere of exchange so passengers would feel welcome to engage in their work
and ask questions.

PANAMA: YOUTH PRESENTATIONS
June 26th, 2023

Each SDG Scholar created a presentation introducing themselves, associations and
organizations, and any information that gave them insight into their passions and
personalities. There were live translations taking place from English to Japanese but the
presentations were also translated into Chinese and Korean to accommodate all
passengers onboard.

The presentation highlighted the SDGs
Scholar's background since everyone
comes from different sectors surrounding
climate and environmental conservation.
Participants come from sustainable energy,
climate policy, and ocean conservation
backgrounds.



June 28th, 2023

The conservation area was officially protected in
2016 and holds extensive biodiversity with 150
type of birds and 3 types of mangroves.
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The Youth for the SDGs participants started
the day in Guatemala after disembarking
Peace Boat’s Pacific World Ship at Puerto
Quetzal. 

GUATEMALA: MANGROVES EXPLORATION

In this area, the Youth for the SDG participants
visited the Monterrico Natural Reserve, which
has mangroves. This provided the opportunity
to discover different animal species and
learned how to differentiate red mangler from
white mangler. During the boat trip on the
Chiquimulilla Canal, they learned that this
canal is not natural: in the beginning there
were small lagoons one after the other, and
then the Guatemalan government and
communities decided to clean the area by
unifying the lagoons. By doing this, mangroves
had more water, improved the transportation
of people and fish, as well as tourism because
it became navigable. It is important to
maintain canal waterways since it allows
mangrove seeds to spread once they drop
through the flow of currents. Also, they allow
fishermen to move around the canal to fish for
their livelihoods. 



June 28th, 2023

The locals highlighted that red mangroves are
a key species to restore since red mangroves
are more resilient to changes in tides, they can
survive with low or high water levels. However,
they are also the most at risk of logging since
these species tend to grow straighter and are
better for construction use. The community
surrounding the area is generally aware of the
necessity to preserve the mangroves since
they benefit directly from it and have been
gaining knowledge through the intervention of
NGOs and the government, however, other
communities are not aware of these benefits
so these communities are mostly the ones who
come to the area to cut down the trees as a
source of income. 

Including the community in the conservation
efforts is key if there is to be an inclusive and
just transition from activities that harm the
environment to others that might even help to
mitigate. Implementing projects or initiatives
that develop alternate sources of income is
crucial to have a long-lasting impact. If the
communities are not provided with education
and job opportunities, the mangroves will be
impacted due to economic benefits of logging
for these low-income communities.
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GUATEMALA: MANGROVES EXPLORATION

The participants also learned that mangroves
could capture more carbon than forests and
they are home for lots of different aquatic and
land species, as well as birds and
microorganisms that are essential for the
balance of the planet. In this area the group
participated in a 5-minute beach cleaning and
water tests, to measure the temperature,
turbidity, and other aspects, contributing to
spread civil-based science and open access to
resources.



June 28th, 2023
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GUATEMALA: COMMUNITY-BASED MEAL
WITH XINCA COMMUNITY

This program provided a unique insight into the Xinca way of life, their traditions, and their
warm hospitality. The community members graciously shared their cultural heritage through
food, offering a taste of their traditional cuisine prepared with love and pride. As the group
sat together, conversations flowed, creating a meaningful exchange of ideas and experiences.
The Youth were moved by the genuine warmth of the Xinca community, who eagerly shared
stories, traditions, and the significance of their food. 

This interaction fostered a strong sense of connection and mutual respect, leaving an
indelible mark on the hearts and minds of everyone involved. The shared meal became a
symbol of unity, cultural appreciation, and the power of building bridges across different
communities. The Youth for the SDGs program left with a deeper understanding of the Xinca
people's way of life and a renewed commitment to promoting sustainable development and
preserving indigenous cultures. The Xinca people have faced challenges such as land
dispossession, discrimination, and limited access to resources, but they have persisted in
maintaining their customs, traditional practices, and close connection to their ancestral
lands. The Xinca community's unique heritage contributes to the diverse cultural fabric of
Guatemala and serves as a testament to their resilience and determination in preserving their
identity.

After the tour through the mangroves, the Youth for the SDGs program had the incredible
privilege of sharing a meal with the Xinca community. This was an opportunity to learn more
about customs and traditional practices as the Xinca people have a distinct way of life
shaped by their cultural traditions and environment.
The Xinca community in Guatemala is a non-Mayan indigenous group that resides primarily in
the southern region of the country. The Xinca people have a distinct cultural identity and a
long history in Mesoamerica. They inhabit areas in departments such as Santa Rosa, Jalapa,
and Jutiapa, as well as neighboring regions in El Salvador. The Xinca language, though
endangered, is still spoken by some community members, and efforts are being made to
preserve and promote its use.
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They monitored four turtles during the day, each turtle
over the age of 35 years and the eldest gauged to be over
70 years old. Two were healthy and after their
measurements were taken, they were released back to the
water. The third turtle had a hook stuck in its mouth that
needed to be removed before it was released. The final
turtle had an inflammation on its fin due to fishing nets,
had a swallowed hook, and needed to be surgically
removed so the partners took the turtle to the marine
conservation center for the procedure and to monitor the
turtle's recovery. 

GUATEMALA: VOLUNTEERING IN TURTLE
CONSERVATION June 29th, 2023

The Youth for the SDGs met the Guatemalan branch of
the Sustainable Ocean Alliance (SOA) representatives. The
activity with SOA was monitoring sea turtles that entered
the area to lay their eggs. The goal was to capture turtles
to track the migration habits from previous identification
techniques and to evaluate the general health of the
turtles. The participants joined the SOA partners in the
river to catch the turtles for the inspection process. 

The principal threat to the sea turtles in Guatemala is the lack of regulations protecting these
animals and people that lack consciousness about the marine life in the area. High-speed boats in
the mangrove area often collide with the turtles, damaging the shell of the turtles and possibly
killing them. Two turtles that we saw during the activity had marks on their shells from boats and
motors hitting them. The government in Guatemala doesn't have laws or policies protecting the
turtles or marine life ecosystems so it is up to partners to create that change on local levels.
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MEXICO: THE BLUE ECONOMY FORUM
July 3rd - 4th, 2023

The youth scholars attended the 2nd Blue Economy Forum in Manzanillo (Foro
Internacional de Economía y Crecimiento Azul) which took place in the Colima region,
from July 2nd to July 5th. It gathered experts from various fields including aquaculture,
ports, biotechnology, coral reef restoration, energy, and governance. Several keynote
speeches were given by passionate people working in these fields and looking to advance
the blue economy values in their work. 

A few of the Youth for the SDGs scholar were able to
present their own projects. Khadija Stewart,
Sustainable Ocean Alliance Caribbean Regional
Representative and Blue Planet Alliance Global
Ambassador, spoke about the ecosystem of the
deep sea and the threat of mining it. She shared
with the audience her experience in activism and
how crucial signing a moratorium on deep sea
mining was vital to save the planet.

Kneyone Murray, another scholar, and Blue Planet
Alliance Global Ambassador gave a presentation
on the importance of youth in the blue economy:
innovative thinking, advocacy and activism,
capacity building and entrepreneurship. Kneyone
insisted that to build a sustainable future
engaging youth, empowering them, and providing
them platforms to act was essential. 
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MEXICO: THE BLUE ECONOMY FORUM
July 3rd - 4th, 2023

Rigoberto Amaya, talked about the intersections
between energy and th eblue economy. He
mentioned the energy transition plan in Panama
and his experience at Blue Planet Alliance to
further policy and obtain 100% renewable energy
by 2045. Rigoberto showed that SDG 7 is a
transversal objective and a development catalyst
for coastal populations. He also highlighted
elaborated on potential challenges to achieve
SDG 7: increasing electricity demand, fossil fuel
dependence for transport, food systems and their
environmental impact. Rigoberto concluded by
emphasizing to the audience that the previously
mentioned sectors are key to the energy
transition and must decarbonize to successfully
meet other SDG goals. 

Daniel Cáceres, Sustainable Ocean Alliance Hispano-
America Regional Representative, gave a presentation
on the deep sea. First, he introduced the different
minerals that can be found in the deep sea, such as
polymetallic nodules, polymetallic sulfides, and cobalt-
rich crust. He showed the exploration operations for
minerals in the area from the North West Pacific,
Clarion Clipperton Zone, to the South Atlantic Ocean
and explained the lack of regulation on commercial
mining. Daniel then presented about the Oean Global
Governance under the International Seabed Authority
(ISA), the one in charge of regulating deep sea mining in
international waters with a "Mining Code." Finally, he
mentioned the crucial assembly on deep sea mining
taking place in Jamaica in July 2023 that could start
giving licenses for deep sea mining if a moratorium isn't
signed. 
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MEXICO: THE BLUE ECONOMY FORUM
July 3rd - 4th, 2023

The final scholar presentation was by Benjamin Alva,
CEO of Azul Bio. He talked about his start up and gave a
presentation on "Building a New Coral Economy:
Leveraging Coral Microbiomes to Prevent Bleaching and
Discover High-Value Products." He started by
highlighting the major decline in Mesoamerican reef
coverage and biodiversity. He made a difference
between the legally preventable threats (coastal
development, overfishing, runoff pollution) and the
existential threats (rising water temperatures, ocean
acidification) affecting them. To tackle this challenge,
Azul Bio creates microbiome-based treatments,
probiotics, from nature that give ocean life immunity to
human impact. Their probiotics could solve the most
critical environmental challenges (global warming, ocean
acidification, marine disease, chemical pollution) since it
develops cutting-edge technology that facilitates rapid
probiotic development.
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To promote water sustainability and educate the youth, Peace Boat joined forces with
EarthEcho Water Challenge, an international program dedicated to safeguarding water
resources worldwide. This collaboration aims to raise public awareness and encourage
active participation in the protection of water bodies. EarthEcho provided Peace Boat
with comprehensive toolkits for their voyage through Latin America, enabling the youth
to collect essential water sample data, which will further aid in educating communities
and informing the United Nations. The toolkit comprises five sets of equipment along with
ample reagents, allowing up to 50 rounds of testing for crucial water parameters,
including pH, dissolved oxygen, temperature, and turbidity. 

Thanks to the EarthEcho Water
Challenge and Peace Boat
partnership, the youth on the Latin
America voyage had the means to
actively contribute to the protection
and sustainable management of our
precious water resources. The data  
collected will not only create
awareness but also support
informed decision-making at both
community and global levels.
Together, they are fostering a
generation committed to preserving
our planet's most vital resource -
water.

WATER TESTING
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14 million tonnes of plastic finds its way into the ocean every single year, this is the
equivalent of a rubbish truck load’s worth every minute. The main sources of plastic
debris found in the ocean are land-based, coming from urban runoffs, littering,
inadequate waste disposal and management, industrial activities and illegal dumping

BEACH CLEAN UP 

Plastic pollution in our oceans has now reached a critical point where our basic human
right to clean food and water is being threatened. Not only is human health being
impacted, but fish, seabirds, sea turtles and marine mammals can become entangled
in, or ingest, plastic debris, causing suffocation, starvation and drowning. 

In an effort to combat the amount of plastic on our beaches, Costa Rican native
Carolina Sevilla established the #5MinuteBeachCleanUp. After becoming despondent
about the climate crisis and how little she was able to achieve on her own, Sevilla set
up the initiative on Instagram in order to spike global interest and rally change. As this
initiative grew, these same 5 minutes have turned into hours, days, weeks and years of
rubbish eradication. 

With inspiration from Sevilla, the Peace Boat Youth
Scholars showed a commitment to doing their part on
the shorelines of the countries they visited. Through
collective action, large bags were filled to be recycled
and a visible difference was apparent every time they
left the shore.
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DEEPSEA 
MINING

Daniela Caceres Bartra and Khadija Stewart, Hispano-American and
the Caribbean Regional Representatives at Sustainable Ocean
Alliance hosted a workshop on deep sea mining on board the Peace
Boat as part of the Youth for the SDG’s program. 

This workshop consisted of an educational animated video to inform
the youth participants on what deep sea mining is, the threats, the
solutions and complexities of the decision-making body which is the
International Seabed Authority. Following the educational screening,
participants were divided into teams and took part in a fun-filled
game of deep sea Jeopardy to test their knowledge and ensure that
they all understood the concepts explained. 

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Khadija Stewart and 
Daniel Caceres Bartra
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Each group embraced their creative freedom and brought these
unique creatures to life through their drawings. The workshop
culminated in a powerful moment as we gathered on deck and
captured an artivism/activism picture, symbolizing our united
dedication to protecting and defending the deep sea and its
previous inhabitants. The workshop not only raised awareness but
also fostered a sense of community and collective action among the
youth onboard.

ARTIVISM 

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

Murray organized and facilitated a guided art workshop with the help of
Khadija and Daniel to give a brief description of Deep-Sea Mining. This
workshop was based on Artivism, using it as a powerful medium to shed
light on the critical issues surrounding deep-sea mining and its detrimental
effects on the magnificent creatures inhabiting the depths of our ocean. The
youth were divided into groups and assigned a letter to spell out “DEFEND
THE DEEP,” with the task of creating artistic representations of various
deep-sea creatures corresponding to their assigned letter.

by Kneyone Murray



27.Peace Boat US Latin American 2023 Youth for the SDGs Program

On June 25, 2023, Karen Matsumoto presented her Youth for the SDGs
Workshop, explaining the art of furoshiki, a Japanese cloth used to wrap
gifts and carry items. Matsumoto shared a brief history of the Furoshiki, as
well as the common sizes and materials of the item. Furoshikis may be used
for both casual and formal occasions, including grocery shopping, casual
gifts for a friend, weddings, and funerals.

 
After the presentation, Matsumoto presented the group with blank white
bandanas, sea life stencils, traditional Japanese pattern stencils such as the
Seigaiha, and fabric markers so that the participants could create their own
original furoshiki. Participants actively engaged in the material and proactively
asked questions regarding the furoshiki, including uses, history, and etiquette. 

FUROSHIKI

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Karen Matsumoto
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ONBOARD WORKSHOP

While onboard Peace Boat, Francisco Lara, one of the Youth
for the SDGs Scholars, gave a workshop about “the blue” in
Costa Rica: what it means in his country this word.
The workshop addressed important issues related to culture,
territory, longevity, ocean and governance; it was related to
how the country has 30% of their sea territory protected and
how 92% of their total territory is only ocean (yes, Costa Rica
has more sea than land territory).

Also, it was good to learn about how culture and governance
coexist with the ocean: during 2020 civil society stopped the
attempts to allow shrimp trawling and some communities
later led strategies to create alternative jobs for their own
people: Isla Venado founded the first floating restaurant in
the Nicoya Gulf and also a small shrimp farming area,
providing a new income for the island in the way of eco
tourism and nature based solutions. The Island is now
thriving under the projects that they are planning.
Finally, Francisco talked about the importance of building
solutions together and how bringing different perspectives
to a single problem such as trawling, could give an outcome
that benefits everyone; how activism but also meaningful
participation and inclusion in decision-making processes can
improve the way a country governs the ocean.

THE BLUE by Francisco Lara Fletes
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CLIMATE
CHANGE

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

Rigoberto Amaya´s workshop focused on providing a global perspective
on the underlying issues of climate change and highlighted the main
issues where progress must be achieved.
The energy sector, specifically electricity, transport, and agricultural
systems, was shown to be responsible for a significant amount of GHGs
emissions. For these reasons, different decarbonization and efficiency
measures must be put in place to combat the climate crisis, along with
behavioral changes at the personal, school, and work levels. In the end,
the scholars were divided into groups to carry out a SWOT analysis
based on different SDGs to identify possible ways to enhance the
success of the goals.

by Rigoberto Amaya

UNDERLYING ISSUES OF 
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Onboard the Peace Boat, the Youth for the SDG scholar, Arianna Abdul-Nour, carried
out a presentation and workshop on the United Nations Climate Change negotiations
processes. As co-head of the UK Youth Delegation to COP28, and also having recently
attended the 58th session of the UNFCCC subsidiary body (also known as SB58),
Arianna’s workshop intended to shed light on the experience she gained so far to her
peers. The intention of this was to frame how policies are established, as well as to
better understand the priorities of each respective scholars’ country, so that she was
able to relay feedback towards key insights into the UK’s communiqué. She explained
the purpose of SB58, namely to advance the implementation of the 2015 Paris
Agreement and lay the groundwork for COP28, as well as the structure and purpose of
the agreements. Arianna followed up her presentation with an interactive Model
United Nations workshop. 

SDG Scholars split into groups of two and assigned a country per team. The teams then
had to identify a policy priority for their country, in line with one or more of the SDG’s
in a bid for funding from the Model UN Secretary Generals. Each team had to pitch
their case for why their respective initiative deserved the financial reward. By engaging
students with the needs and priorities of different countries, while staying mindful of
the relationship to each of the SDGs, the workshop helped develop the student’s
understanding of how global negotiations are carried out, and the complexities for
financial resources. 

CLIMATE CHANGE NEGOTIATIONS

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Arianna Abdul-Nour

THE UNITED NATIONS
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 Salome used the individual workshop space to present the projects she works on, respectively at
the municipality of Eilat and EcoPeace Middle East. First, she introduced the Eilat municipality’s
strategy to be climate neutral by 2030. She mentioned several groundbreaking projects paving the
way to reach this goal like BERLIN which has made a local school grid independent thanks to solar
energy and the city’s climate plan that co-creates solutions with citizens to mitigate climate change.
Then, Salome projected a video showing the rich biodiversity present in the Gulf of Aqaba-Eilat and
explaining some of the main challenges the region is facing such as the increase of oil imports that
intensifies at the same time the risk of oil spills to happen (again). 

Afterward, Salome elaborated on “ShaRED Sea'' which is a program created by EcoPeace Middle
East, an NGO gathering Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli environmentalists to advance climate
resilience and peace between our peoples and between people and nature through regional
environmental cooperation. The program’s goal is to reduce harm to marine life and biodiversity by
preventing plastic waste from reaching the Red Sea and by empowering youth, young professionals,
and teachers living in Aqaba and Eilat to take action.
Salome highlighted a few pilots that ShaRED Sea has initiated. For instance, Jordanian young
professionals support nine bakeries in Aqaba in their transition from plastic bags to paper bags while
in Eilat the Israeli young professionals work with local businesses to support them in their transition
from disposable to reusable dishes. Thanks to the support of Aqaba Special Economic Zone
Authority (ASEZA), Eilat Municipality, Oceanic Global, and In Good Nature, these projects are
progressing well and have influenced a growing number of people in the region. Teachers have
organized plastic monitoring activities, artistic activities with garbage, and tours to key
infrastructures preventing water pollution to make their students more aware of the situation and
what activism means. 

COOPERATION

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Salome Zajbert

SMART CITIES & REGIONAL

https://youtu.be/HrHsWqyw1mY
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EMBERA-WOUNAAN

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

Lincoln Flaco Peña from Panama, presented his workshop to the
remaining youth participants. By introducing himself and talking a
little about his country, especially his Embera-Wounaan Culture. After
this, he showed his agenda for the workshop to give an idea to the
audience of what was coming next, including an activity about painting
with jagua. He shared his background of a bachelor’s degree in English
and concentration in education and how he is using his expertise to
educate youth and children in environmental education.
Furthermore, he was passionate about sharing his cultural background
and how this cosmovision taught him how to respect and learn from
the nature around him and the importance of the ancestral knowledge
of our elders of the community.
Lincoln also took the time to share how the destruction of natural
habitats like cutting down trees and hunting animals has been causing
damage and how climate change has been affecting the places in his
country, especially his hometown. Finally, he ends his workshop by
sharing how to paint the body using Jagua and the importance of this
fruit for the Embera-Wounaan culture.

by Lincoln Flaco Pena
CULTURE
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During Molly’s Youth for the SDGs workshop, she discussed the
environmental effects of nuclear weapons use and testing. It was
important to mention both use and testing because they affected their
environment, and people, in different ways. The Pacific Islands were
used as a testing site for France and the United States which then
destroyed the ecosystem in the region for over 40 years. The workshop
also included relevant policies and treaties surrounding the use and
testing of nuclear weapons, which included the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), and the latest
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). Molly is a part of
a youth organization called Youth4TPNW, and highlighted the
importance of partnership and connections between climate and
nuclear disarmament groups. 

DISARMAMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Molly Rosaaen



34Peace Boat US Latin American 2023 Youth for the SDGs Program

 Benjamin Alva’s workshop began with a description of his company,
Azul Bio, which creates microbiome-based treatments to increase
the resiliency of coral reefs to ocean warming, acidification, and
disease.
 

He elaborated on how the Next-Generation Sequencing technology
his company uses works at the molecular level. Following which, he
described how the company is also developing bioplastic from
sargassum, the group conducted a hands-on experiment where
bioplastic samples were synthesized. Three teams made five
samples of varying biopolymer concentration, where a couple days
of drying would be needed to obtain the final solid product.

AZUL BIO

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Benjamin Alva
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 In Dana Zapata's workshop, the importance of sustainable tourism was
discussed, using the MÍA Sustentable Foundation as an example,
sharing projects that have a social, environmental, and economic
impact. During her workshop, the connection between the SDGs and
Sustainable Tourism was explained. Some of the SDGs related to
Sustainable Tourism such as SDG 8 decent work and economic growth,
SDG 12 responsible consumption and production, and 14 Life Below
Water are very important in the tourism sector. 

In the end, the youth for the SDGs shared and reflected on how the
Peace Boat program supports sustainable tourism and contributed new
ideas to the activities carried out during the Latin American Voyage.

MIA FOUNDATION

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Dana Zapata
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During the Youth for the SDGs program, an informative workshop on
Positive Peace was led by Ornella Corsant-Colat. The workshop
explained that positive peace, as opposed to negative peace, is not just
the absence of violence but also the attitudes, institutions and
structures that create and sustain peaceful societies. The workshop shed
light on the positive peace framework, emphasizing its association with a
range of desirable indicators such as ecological sustainability and GDP
growth rates. Ornella provided insights into measuring peace,
highlighting the Global Peace Index (GPI) and the Positive Peace Index
(PPI) developed by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP). The PPI,
comprising eight interconnected pillars, served as a valuable tool for
understanding and assessing positive peace. 

This is highly relevant for the implementation of the SDGs. By
incorporating positive peace into the SDG agenda, positive peace plays
an important role in promoting sustainable development, reducing
inequalities, fostering economic growth, and creating a more inclusive
and resilient society. Finally, Ornella presented global trends in 2022,
illustrating how positive peace can positively impact factors such as
income, inflation volatility, and governance. Overall, the workshop was
an exploration of the significance of positive peace and its potential to
create a more prosperous and harmonious world, highlighting the vital
connection between peace and the successful attainment of the SDGs.

POSITIVE PEACE

ONBOARD WORKSHOP

by Ornella Corsant-Colat


